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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGSZC PINT PPOR SY SA 

SUBJ: PROMINENT EXILED SYRIAN POLITICIAN VISITS SYRIA 
ALLEGEDLY CARRYING MESSAGE FROM SAUDIS 

1. EMBOFF TOLD BY REGULAR EMBASSY SOURCE THAT MA AROUF 
DAWALIBI, SEVERAL TIMES SYRIA'S PRIMIN IN PRE-BAATHI REGIMES 
(LAST TIME IN 1961/62), RETURNED TO ALEPPO POR PUNERAL OF 

HIS FATHER APPOXIMATELY MAY 2. DAWALIBI, WHO WAS SECRETARY- 
GENERAL OP NOW-DEPUNCT CONSERVATIVE "PEOPLE'S PARTY" AND 
ONE-TIME POLITICAL POWER IN ALEPPO, RECEIVED WARM RECEPTION 
FROM FAMILY, FRIENDS, PORMER POLITICAL ALLIES, AND 
CONSERVATIVE SUNNIS. (DAWALIBI EVEN WHILE LEADER OF PEOPLE'S 
PARTY RETAINED STRONG LINKS WITH MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD.) 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THIS IS PIRST TIME SAW ALIBI HAS VISITED 
SYRIA SINCE GOING INTO EXILE SHORTLY APTER THE BAATH PARTY 
CAME TO POWER. SOURCE RELIEVED DAWALIBI SERVES IN SOME 
ADVISORY CAPACITY TO SAG. ACCORDING TO RUMOR MAKING 
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ROUNDS IN ALEPPO, DAWALIBI CARRYING MESSAGE FROM SAUDIS 
THAT AL-ASSAD MUST TAKE STEPS TO PURTHER WEAKEN THE BAATH 
PARTY BEPORE SAUDIS WILL LOOSEN THEIR PURSE STRINGS. 

3. COMMENT: SINCE KHADDAM HAS MET WITH SAUDI LEADERS 
SEVERAL TIMES IN LAST MONTH, WE SEE LITTLE REASON POR SAUDIS 
TO USE DAWALIBI AS MESSENGER TO AL-ASSAD. DAWALIBI MAY 
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BE SPREADING HIS OWN VIEWS ABOUT SYRO-SAUDI RELATIONS IN 
ATTEMPT TO EMBARRASS BAATH REGIME. MERE EXISTENCE OE THIS 
RUMOR, HOWEVER, INDICATES THAT ORDINARY SYRIANS WELL AWARE 
OE EINANCIAL DIEFICULTIES COUNTRY LACING AND BELIEVE SAUDIS 
WITHHOLDING EINANCIAL SUPPORT TO EXERT LEVERAGE ON SARG 
POLICIES. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY INEORMATION AVAILABLE ON 
DAWALIBI'S CURRENT STATUS IN SAUDI ARABIA. 

PELLETREAU 
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